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Malwa which the Emperor had promised to bestow on him.1
According to Siyartfl Mutakherln^ the Emperor conceded to
Peshwa the right of tribute in Malwa in order "to extinguish
the fire of sedition".2 Most probably the Amiru'l-Umara had
got an inkling that the Emperor was disposed to recall
Nizamu'1-Mulk to Delhi to set right the affairs of the Empire.
The parties of Muhammad Khan Bangash and the Wazir
rtimadu'd-Daulah Qamrur'd-Din Khan were in favour of
inviting Nizamu'1-Mulk to take up the reins of Imperial
administration in his hands and devise means to save the
Empire from total dismemberment. But his coming to Delhi
was obnoxious to the Amiru'l-Umara. This is why he hurried
the agreement through with Baji Rao so that Nizamu'1-Mulk,
when at the head of the Government, might be faced with
an accomplished fact.3 This treaty conferred on the Peshwa
the government of Malwa.

The Emperor was by this time convinced that the only
person who could frustrate the designs of the Marathas was
Nizamu'1-Mulk. This was indeed a tardy realization of
the seriousness of the situation into which the Empire had
fallen by the recklessness of the Emperor and the incapa-
city of his ministers. He summoned him to his aid, writing
several pressing letters of conciliation in order to show that
he had no ill feeling towards him. He was raised to the rank
of 8,000 zat, 8,000 horse and was made the Wakfl-i-Mutlaq
(regent plenipotentiary), the highest distinction to which any
Mughal noble could aspire. At length Nizamu'1-Mulk re-
solved to go to Delhi and try to set right the affairs of the
Empire. It was not that he hankered after rank and title;
on the contrary he sacrificed peace and comfort, inspired by
sincere devotion to the cause of the Emperor, He did not
hesitate to take up the responsibility of office at this time of
immeasurable difficulty and in the face of intense depression
in the affairs of the Central Government. By accepting the
Imperial offer he threw himself deliberately into a whirl-
pool of troubles. He had all through been a devoted servant
of the Emperor and had always tried to check the aggression
of the Marathas on the Imperial territory. This is shown by
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